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1. Using 1'X 12'n to determine the direction of a doorway

Shmuel said: 7' 12'n 1NN 770 N2 — regarding the laws of mezuzah, follow the indication of the pivot. Rav Adda
explained that this refers to the hole in the ground in which the pin of the door is inserted, on which the door turns.
The Gemara illustrates when we follow this indicator: 'ma N |'aT XNN'Q |22 — in the case of the entrance between
two houses, 'w1 117 N1) 1 |'2 — between the men’s house and the women’s house. Rashi explains that someone
divided his home in two, one side for men visiting his house, and the other for the women of the house to conduct
their activities privately, and a doorway opened from one to the other. Since the mezuzah must be placed on the
right side of the entrance, we must determine which direction is the entry. Here, Shmuel ruled that whichever room
the pivot is in is considered the “inside,” and the mezuzah is placed on the right side for entering that room.

2. The proper height for placing a mezuzah

Shmuel said: [I'7un w'2w NPNNA NNNY NIXA — it is a mitzvah to place [the mezuzah] at the beginning of the upper
third of the doorpost (i.e., just above two-thirds of the doorpost’s height). Rav Huna says one must raise it above a
tefach from the ground, and distance it a tefach from the beam over the door, and the rest of the entrance is fit for
the mezuzah. In a Baraisa, Rebbe Yehudah says exactly like Rav Huna, and Rebbe Yose says that "Dmwp" —and you
shall bind them (tefillin) is written near "DNanaI" — and you shall write them (NITitn) to teach: Nana mM'wp nn — just
as binding (X1 7w |'2'an) is at the top of one’s head, Na1X1 NA'MI X — so too is the writing (the mezuzah) placed at
the top of the doorpost. Since Rebbe Yose seems to hold the mezuzah is placed at the very top, neither Tanna holds
like Shmuel!? The Gemara answers that Shmuel holds like Rebbe Yose, and his statement was regarding np'nin? —
distancing it from the upper beam, teaching that one should not distance it from the upper beam more than a third,
but it can be higher.

3. Placing the mezuzah near n'an niwn, Hashem guards His servants from outside

Rava said: 1"m% Jon nava nnanY? nixn — it is a mitzvah to place [the mezuzah] within the tefach closest to the
public street. The Rabbis explain: T'n [nixna] vaarw 111 — so that he should encounter the mitzvah immediately as he
enters the doorway. Rav Chanina of Sura explains: n01'NT '2'n 12 — so [the mezuzah] will guard [the house] from
|'i'tn from the very beginning of the entranceway. Rebbe Chanina said: Twa N XN N2 WITPN NN K7W ARIRID
0TI — Come and see that Hashem’s trait is not like a flesh-and-blood [king’s] trait. Regarding a 0TI w21, awi' N
YIN2N IMIX |INYN QY1 0'191n — the king sits inside his palace, and his subjects guard him from outside. But Hashem is
not like that; rather, yinan nnwn Xini 01920 awi 1Ay — His servants sit inside their homes and He guards them
from outside, as the passuk says: 712! T' 2 19X 'n 1w 'n — Hashem is your Guardian, Hashem is your shade at your
right hand.

Siman - Peg legged Pirate

The peg legged pirate who instructed his men to go after 1 12'n for the door in the middle of the hide out, was
measuring the entrance to the hideout to put a mezuzah on the top third of the door when he realized the reason
for putting it near the outside of the door is to show that Hashem is guarding them and promptly did teshuvah.
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The Boss said

The peg legged pirate who instructed his men to go after 1'x 12'n for the door in the middle of the hide out, was
measuring the entrance to the hideout to put a mezuzah on the top third of the door when he realized the reason for
putting it near the outside of the door is to show that Hashem is guarding them and promptly did teshuvah.
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